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QUEEN ANNE IN
BRISBANE
Repertory Plays
“Vicerov Sarah”

Speeches, manners, and costumes of
Queen Annes court were reproduced
in Brisbane last evening. wien
“Viearoy Barah'' a drama based on the
Duke of Marlborough's downfall 'was
resented by the Repertory Societ: al
he Princess Theatre.

Perhaps the endless bowing and
curiseving. and the f{lowery speeches,
made the play seem longer than it was
But if the play itself was a !ltue
wearisome in this respect, a general
unevenness of production accentu-
ated the [fault. Intervals between
lines which should have been 1 im-
mediate sequence held up the deveiop=
ment of each scene, e ﬂ!:rudu{-fr.
Barbara Sisley. was occupied iu Lhe
main role of Sarah. Duchess of Mari-
borough. and this may have accounted
for the fault. 5

It the play and the acting were Dol
consistently impressive, there were -o0me
ripping moments. Sarah’s last bid or
he dominance of the foolish Anue
gave ¢ more comprehensive picturc of
Sarah's character than all the other
scencs together Barbara Sisley’s per-
fcrmance as the “Viceroy™ increased
in power as the play proceeded, but It
wat Just withheld from the heigh's
Lty hei tendency to burden her line:—
and individual words—with meanings
that they did not possess, a fault thal
|was reflected in most of the cast.

Marion Askew fave a thoroughly corn=

vin'ing portrayal of the characterles-.
pathetic Anne, who was defencele:s
against the intrigues of her court Hrr
|technique was more direct and :he
'Aavoided over-acting.
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